These few criticisms cannot detract from the immense value of this volume which the reviewer has added to his recommended list of text books for undergraduates at Queen's in the hope that in turn, they will help him to educate his clinical colleagues ! ! RG A MINORITY of healthy individuals given the antimalarial drug primaquine will develop acute haemolytic anaemia. The demonstration, some 20 years ago, that this was a consequence of their having low levels of glucose-6-dehydrogenase in their red cells. was the starting point for very intensive studies of red cell metabolism in health and disease and this publication summarises the present state of knowledge in this field. The first chapters are concerned with the investigation of a patient suspected of suffering from such a disorder and deal in considerable detail with the abnormalities in enzyme systems associated with red cell carbohydrate metabolism.
In the section on methaemoglobin, the contribution made by QH Gibson whilst working in the Queen's University Department of Biochemistry with Professor Harrison is acknowledged. Gibson was the first to define the normal pathway of methaemoglobin reduction, the pathway utilised when methylene blue is added and correctly identified the site of the enzymatic defect in hereditary methaemoglobinaemia.
